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What Our Partner
Agencies Are Saying...

“We have many families in the construction
and real estate business that are really
struggling. People are telling us they are
going to have to cut back on activities that
kids do after school because they can’t afford
it, so | am encouraging them to apply for
scholarships.”

Gary Bomzer, Executive Director

Michael-Ann Russell Jewish Community Center
on the Sanford L. Ziff Campus

“Education is ground zero for an informed
Jewish community. Yet, we are beginning
to see the cost of Jewish education rising.
Meanwhile, more parents are asking for
scholarship assistance — some who have
never requested it before. These factors are
negatively impacting our schools and I'm
concerned it’s only the beginning of a long
haul.”

Dr. Chaim Y. Botwinick, President and CEO
Center for the Advancement of Jewish Education

Why Your Support Is Needed
in 1 imes Lake T hese

“Every time the value of the U.S. dollar

falls by 10 cents against the shekel, we lose
$3 million. There can be no doubt that we
will have to make hard decisions and painful
cuts in our important programs. The ultimate
losers will be our service recipients.”

Maxyne Finkelstein, CEO

Jewish Agency for Israel, North America

One Gift... A World of Good

N

Your increased gift to the Annual
Federation/UJA Campaign can help
make the difference for those in need
during these uncertain times.

.11 Times
Like These

“During these uncertain times, | am
finding increasing numbers of people in
need of spiritual guidance.”

Rabbi Fred Klein, Director

Community Chaplaincy Service of the
Greater Miami_Jewish Federation

“We’ve had more families requesting
financial assistance for afterschool care
and preschool education. In addition, the

) JCC is facing cuts in government grants

that we rely on every year.”
Edward Rosen, Executive Director
Dave and Mary Alper JCC

at The Jay Morton-Levinthal Campus

“Due to the weak dollar and inflation, JDC
has lost almost 20 percent of its purchasing
power overseas. This has resulted in
significant cutbacks in our activities in the
former Soviet Union, Israel and Europe.”
Steve Schwager, CEO

American _Jewish Joint Distribution Commatiee

“Due to increases in the cost of food,
shelter and medication assistance, the
number and dollar amount of requests for
help this past year have doubled. People
are asking for far more than we can
provide, so we screen calls as carefully as
we can to help as many people as
possible.”

Fred Stock, President and CEO

Jewish Community Services of South Florida

The professionals quoted represent just a few of
Federation’s many local and overseas partners, all of
which are experiencing similar economic issues.
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The Mission of the
Greater Miami Jewish
Federation is to mobilize
the human and financial
resources to care for
those in need, strengthen
Jewish life and advance
the unity, values and
shared purpose of the
Jewish people in Miami,
in Israel and around

the world.

Please consider creating a lasting
Jewish legacy through The
Foundation of the Greater Miami
Jewish Federation to provide for
future generations.

One Gift... A World of Good
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Your Support Brings Comfort and Hope to Real People in Need, Every Day

I “Thank you for
' ! giving me a
d new life.”

For 15 years after her first husband passed away, Lee
was able to pay the mortgage on her Miami Beach
condo. But when her arthritis prevented her from
working, she could no longer afford her home.

Today, Lee, 86, and her second husband, Eliezer, enjoy
life in Federation Towers, a 114-unit apartment
building for low-income seniors funded by the
Federation. Lee meets friends in the dining room and
takes pleasure in the lunches provided each weekday.

One of two social workers checks in on the couple
regularly, particularly when the arthritis in Lee's knees is
so painful she cannot walk. On those days, nutritious
kosher meals are delivered to their door by Jewish
Community Services, another Federation beneficiary
agency.

“It's wonderful to have someone you feel comfortable
with — and to know you will receive assistance,” said
Lee. “Especially because | have so many different
needs.”

Federation’s commitment to our community’s most
vulnerable seniors is ongoing, but expenses are
continually rising. In the past year alone, the costs of
meals for the homebound increased 20 percent,
due to rising food and fuel prices.

“Thank you for
giving me the
ability to
succeed.”

Heftzi, 26, grew up in Sderot, an Israeli town that has
sustained thousands of Palestinian rocket attacks since
2001. Thousands have fled the city, and Heftzi's parents —
who own a business there — have considered bankruptcy.

During her sophomore year at Ben-Gurion University, things
got harder for Heftzi. Working two jobs to pay tuition, her
grades were falling and she still had little money. She
considered dropping out.

Then she learned about
Atidim for Industry and the
Business Sector
scholarships offered
through the Jewish
Agency for Israel (JAFI), a
Federation overseas partner.
The scholarship pays for
Heftzi's tuition, living
expenses and a laptop. Now
in her senior year, she looks forward to an engineering
career.

“The Atidim grant came in the nick of time,” Heftzi said. “But
it was more than the financial support. The people at
Atidim really believe in me. They make me feel | am
worth investing in.”

Today, there are more than 520 students and 100
graduates in the Atidim for Industry program. Yet, JAFI
may need to cut the number of scholarships next year by
100 students, because of the U.S. dollar's devaluation
overseas.

Before we say anything
more, we want to thank you.

Thank you for picking up this brochure and
for caring about Jewish needs. Your gift to the
2009 Greater Miami Jewish Federation/UJA
Campaign means so much to so many.

“Thank you for
helping us when
we didn’t know
what to do, or
where to go.”

Just eight years ago, Martin, 40, was running a successful
fabric business in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Martin, his wife,
Karina, and their son, Nicolas, lived in a vibrant Jewish
community.

But when Argentina was hit with a terrible economic
crisis in 2001, Martin lost his business and the family
nearly lost their home. Fearing things would worsen, he
moved in with his father in
Miami and found a job as a
research analyst.

Soon, Karina and Nicolas
joined him, but life in Miami has
been tough for the young
family. Martin’s job does not
pay well, and living costs are
high in South Florida.

When a friend heard Martin’s
story, he suggested contacting Jewish Community
Services (JCS), a Federation beneficiary agency. Soon,
Martin was getting regular calls from a social worker
through JCS’ Latin American Migration Program. The
family can now send Nicolas, 8, to Jewish Day School
because Federation grants help lower tuition. Another
grant helps the couple send their daughter, Malena, to
preschool. JCS also connected the family with an
immigration lawyer and a Spanish-speaking doctor.

“Every moment we've needed our social worker, she's been
there for us,” he said. “The love and support we've received
from JCS is incredible. We still need their help. But there are
many more people who need help.”

Visit us online at JewishMiami.org for more stories.

“Thank you
for helping
me keep my

dignity.”

Luda* grew up in the town of Arsk, Russia. Chronic
childhood illnesses prevented her from finishing more
than four years of school, so Luda had tremendous
difficulty finding employment as an adult. She worked in
low-paying warehousing and janitorial jobs until
retirement.

Now in her 80s with no living relatives, Luda subsists
on a government allowance of just $103 a month
— not enough for her most basic needs. The local
Jewish welfare center, or Hesed — operated by
Federation’s overseas partner, the American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee (JDC) — helps her get by with
regular food packages and homecare, as well as
medicine deliveries.

“This helps me keep a sense of dignity when | have
so little left,” Luda says. “The volunteers at the Hesed
are like family.”

In 2006, JDC ensured that 220,000 elderly Jews were

nourished, clothed and cared for through a network of

Hesed Welfare Centers across the former Soviet Union.
This year, due to budget constraints, the Heseds were

only able to help 188,000 individuals.

* Luda has requested that we change her name and photo when we share her story.








